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New US visa requirements
for Landed Immigrants

By Nan Berezowski

TORONTO - The United States
ts going ahead with new visa
requirements expected to affect
more than half a million
Canadian Permanent Residents.
Landed Immigrants from over
50 countries including Pakistan,
India and Bangladesh will soon
need visas to enter the US. At
present they can cross the border
as freely as Canadian citizens.
According to the U.S. govern-
ment, the new visa requirciment
is required to increase security
and suteguard the United States.
The U.S. government’s position

‘new rule
‘reflects  the

risk of people

ts that the

high security

coming from
countries

where docu-
ment  fraud
and abuse is
high. Last November, Canadian
Foreign Affairs Minister Bill
Graham said he would encour-
age the UL.S. to back off the pro-
posed visa rule.  Although
Canada has lobbied against
these visa requirements, the reg-
ulatory change, which came
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under consideration in the after-
math of September 11, 2002 will
become reality on March 17,
2003. As Consular authorities
anticipate an enormous increase
in the number of visa applicunts,
and all applicants will under go
security checks, visa processing
is expected take up fo two
maonths.

Although the Consulate advis-
es against contacting them for
information, eurly indicators are
that in some instances they will
exercise discretion in order to
assist those with immediate
travel plans.  As well, in some
cases it may be possible to apply
tor the visa in advance of March
17.

Make no mistake: citizens of
the above listed countries will
soon need visas to visit or work
in the US. Without a visa
endorsement in their passpoit
many  Canadiun  Permunent
Residents will be turned back at
US-Canada border inspection
and airport Pre-Flight Inspection
tacitities.

In order w avoid this inconve-
nient and stressful scenario, a
caretully prepared and complet-
ed visa application with accom-
panying documentation should
be  submitted  to the  US
Consulate with jurisdiction over
the applicant’s place of resi-
dence without delay. Tor those
anticepating travel to the US, for
pleasure, business or work, it is
best to phan ahed.

Long term planning 15 abso a
consideration.  For - instaice.
Canadian Permanent Residents
ity alse wish o investigate
their eligibility {or Canadian
Citizenship.  In addition t the
revulur benefits and responsibil-
ities of Citizenship, nuwralized
Cunadian citizens will not be
sohjected 1o the new  visa
requirements,

However, as a new, lougher
Canadian Citizenship act is in
the works, Lthe best time o con-
sider muking o Citivenship
application may  well be now,
betore the law changes.

Nan Berezowski, Canadian
Lawyer and U.S. Attorney-at
Law, is Consular Liaison and an
member  of  the
American Tmmigration Lawyers
Association (Canada Chapter).
She is also co-author of a lead-
img text on Citizenship Law. She
can be reached at 416-850-5112
0or vid e-mail at
nherezowski@canadal/Svisas.c
o,

exectitive




